Our vision is to be the best resource for business assistance, through collaborations and partnerships,

V.

for all communities within and surrounding Glacier County.

Glacier County Economic Development
September Board Meeting Minutes
Thursday, September 18th, 2025, 2:00 p.m.
GCED Office, Cut Bank, MT, and via Google Meets

Roll Call:

Present: Rod Cline, Mary Jo Bremner, Tony Sitzmann, George Heavy Runner, Arkaidy Wisniowska
Late Arrival:

Absent Excused: Skye Gilham, Mike Schultz

Absent Unexcused: Tom McKay, Ken Hoyt, John Overcast

Public Present: Tash Weisemiller, Ann Schwend

Call to Order: Meeting called to order by Rod Cline at 2:04 p.m.

Welcome to Special Guests:
We welcomed Tash Weisemiller from the USDA and Ann Schwend from the Department of
Commerce who graciously sat in on our meeting, then stayed afterwards for an open discussion.

Reports:
A. Tony motioned, seconded by Mary Jo, to approve the September agenda. Motion carried.

B. Approval of August minutes. They stand as written.
C. Tony motioned, seconded by Mary Jo, to approve the August financials. Motion carried.
D. Tony motioned, seconded by Mary Jo, to accept the September expense budget. Motion carried.

Old Business:

A. Pikunii Auto Grant Request Update: Arkaidy provided the board with answers to clarifying
guestions that were brought up at the last meeting. The answers felt satisfactory and cleared up
a lot of points previously made. Mary Jo motioned to approve a grant budget of up to $5k
dollars. Tony seconded. Motion carried.

B. Cassie Powell/Babbtized Barista Grant Request: Tabled until next month due to lack of board

presence for discussion.

Signing of Revised By-Laws: Signed and to be posted online.

D. Loan/Grant Incentive Discussion and Vote: Tabled until next month due to lack of board
presence for discussion.

o



VL.

VII.

VIII.

. Shop Local Winners: Our last 2 winners were Turq Eaglespeaker for Artique Brew and Angie

Haas for Coyote Queen Boutique both in Cut Bank.

Discover Cut Bank Website Update: Arkaidy discussed with the Cut Bank Chamber that the
board would agree to take over the website if the concept could evolve to Discover Glacier, as
we are a county wide organization. The chamber understood and agreed with our view, but did
not want to change the website. So, in the end, we will not be taking over.

New Business:

. New Board Members: George attending virtually and John not in attendance. Will sign forms

next time.

. Next 2 Shop Local Businesses: Taco Johns in Browning and Mane Concern in Cut Bank.

Executive Director Report:
Handed out Strategic Plan Draft Version 2 for board members to take home and go over. We
will pare down this version by the next meeting hopefully.
Introduced a “Business Startup” package that we could offer and post on our website for
businesses that are in the concept/planning phase. Tabled until next month.
Arkaidy suggested a committee meeting to discuss Paula’s All Occasion Gifts in Browning and
what resources are available for her needs and goals.

Activity Reports:

A.

Browning: NEI Workshop/Event September 18™". Beat Down in Brown Town September 27",
BFCC Days of the Pikanii Event September 24t and 25™.

East Glacier Park: Glacier Two Medicine Alliance Fall Gathering September 19t"-21, Glacier Park
Lodge closing Monday 9/22 and St. Mary Lodge Monday 9/29.

Babb/St. Mary: Chief Mountain Honey having their Fill Your Bucket event at Two Sisters Café
September 14,

Cut Bank: Town Hall Growth Policy meeting Sept 18™ at 5:30 p.m. Mayoral Debate October 8.
Cut Bank Trails Steptember event Sept. 13" — October 11,

Correspondence: None.

Public Comment: None.

Adjournment: Meeting adjourned at 2:50 p.m. by Rod. The next meeting will be on October 16th,
at 2 p.m., at the Glacier County Satellite Office in Cut Bank, MT and via Google meets.

The mission of the Glacier County Economic Development is to promote, stimulate, and advance the

general welfare, commerce, economic development, and prosperity of its region.



